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Ecuadoran President Sixto Duran Ballen's administration has been under an unprecedented
attack by the opposition- controlled Congress since it convened in August. In recent weeks, three
government ministers have been removed from office and more are awaiting congressional
hearings. In addition, Congress has charged several relatives of the president with bilking the
government out of more than US$800,000. As the president struggles to keep his policies on track, he
must deal with Congressional opposition, negative public support, and a cabinet with several new
members.
Although Duran Ballen has had to battle strong opposition in Congress since he took office in
1992, his political woes intensified in August. Bolstered by a major victory in May's congressional
elections, the two strongest opposition political forces, the Partido Roldosista Ecuatoriano (PRE)
and the Partido Social Cristiano (PSC), formed an alliance to take control of the Congress. Duran
Ballen now can only count on the support of 10 of the 77 members of Congress. After the PRE-PSC
alliance was formed, the new president of the Congress, Heinz Moeller, began what he called a
"moralization campaign," vowing to rid the government of corruption. He immediately scheduled
hearings to investigate alleged wrongdoing by several government officials. According to the
Ecuadoran Constitution, a minister can be removed from office with the approval of 39 of the 77
legislators.
On Sept. 19, by a 59-6 margin, Congress passed a censorship motion against then finance minister
Cesar Robalino, who resigned rather than appear at a congressional hearing in which he was
accused of artificially setting fuel prices. The congressional decision prevents Robalino from holding
any public office for one year. Robalino had been mentioned as the next ambassador to Guatemala.
The censorship vote against Robalino was followed by hearings into alleged misconduct by the
national banking superintendent, Ricardo Munoz. Munoz was charged with financial irregularities
including allowing money laundering to go on in the now defunct Banco de los Andes.
However, on Sept. 27 the motion to dismiss Munoz only received the backing of 11 deputies.
Munoz's absolution was followed on Sept. 30 by the firing of another Duran Ballen cabinet member.
Foreign minister Diego Paredes was removed from office when 42 of the 77 deputies voted against
him. Paredes was charged with malfeasance of office and misconduct in carrying out his duties as
foreign minister. In part, the accusations against Paredes stem from his conduct during the election
last March of the new secretary general of the Organization of American States).
During the election process, Paredes first publicly backed the foreign minister of Costa Rica,
Bernard Niehaus, then switched to former Ecuadoran president Rodrigo Borja, then backed Niehaus
again, and finally voted for the outgoing president of Colombia, Cesar Gaviria, who eventually was
elected to the post. According to congressional deputies, this support switching damaged Ecuador's
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 56425
ISSN: 1060-4189

prestige in the international community. After Paredes's dismissal, Duran Ballen named Ecuador's
ambassador to the Vatican, Galo Leoro Franco, as his new Foreign Minister. Finally, on Oct. 21,
Congress approved a censure motion against then minister of energy and mines Francisco Acosta
Coloma, who has now been replaced in office by Gustavo Galindo. Acosta was accused of conflict
of interest for running business activities that benefitted from his position as minister. He was also
accused of compromising national interests by opening the state-run oil industry to more foreign
investment, and of mismanagement regarding the construction of an addition to the Ecuadoran oil
pipeline.
As a result of the congressional hearings, the executive is now in virtual disarray. On the one hand,
the president has been forced into an embarrassing overhaul of his cabinet, which is damaging the
president's public image. On the other hand, the executive's efforts to pass legislation such as a
series of proposed constitutional reforms remain stalled until Congress concludes its corruption
hearings (see NotiSur, 10/17/94). And, the ordeal is still far from over, since Congress is now
scheduled to begin hearings against Minister of Health Patricio Abad and the new Finance Minister,
Modesto Correa.
Meanwhile, adding to the president's woes is an on-going corruption scandal involving Duran
Ballen's family. In September, Duran Ballen's granddaughter, Enma Duran Ballen Paredes who is
also the niece of ex-foreign minister Diego Paredes was accused of having obtained a government
loan for US$830,000, which was turned over to her in-laws who used the money in a fraudulent
scheme involving a private loan company. The granddaughter, her husband, and her in-laws
have since fled the country and are now in exile in the US. Although extradition proceedings were
initiated and a warrant for Enma Duran Ballen's arrest was issued on Sept. 20, Judge Facundo del
Santo later rescinded the arrest warrant, with the provision that the accused return to the country
and answer charges at a hearing scheduled for late October.
Not surprisingly, given the extensive corruption scandals involving the president's cabinet and his
family, Duran Ballen's popularity remains abysmal. In August, the public relations firm Informe
Confidencial published a survey of Duran Ballen's public standing after two years in office. The
survey indicated that 81% of the population is dissatisfied with Duran Ballen's handling of public
administration, and most people said that the 73-year-old president is simply too old to do a good
job.
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